
4/4/2020 Global powers and resilience of Boko Haram | The Guardian Nigeria News - Nigeria and World NewsSaturday Magazine — The Guardian …

https://guardian.ng/saturday-magazine/cover/global-powers-and-resilience-of-boko-haram/ 1/5

Breaking News: Nigeria records two more deaths from coronavirus

Cover   Global powers and resilience of Boko Haram

Although it is over one decade since the Boko Haram insurgency began raging inAlthough it is over one decade since the Boko Haram insurgency began raging in
Nigeria’s North East, the seeds of insurgency were planted and watered much earlier.Nigeria’s North East, the seeds of insurgency were planted and watered much earlier.

A poisonous cocktail of politics, failed governance, combined with extremist strands ofA poisonous cocktail of politics, failed governance, combined with extremist strands of
religious pedagogy to birth the monster.religious pedagogy to birth the monster.

During the years of the military, brute force was used to suppress earlier agitations andDuring the years of the military, brute force was used to suppress earlier agitations and
insurrections motivated by religious fundamentalism. The Maitasine riots of the midinsurrections motivated by religious fundamentalism. The Maitasine riots of the mid
1980s were brutally suppressed by the military, without a corresponding programme of1980s were brutally suppressed by the military, without a corresponding programme of
de-radicalisation to prevent future manifestations of conflicts fuelled by religiousde-radicalisation to prevent future manifestations of conflicts fuelled by religious
extremism. It was therefore a matter of time before another monstrous situationextremism. It was therefore a matter of time before another monstrous situation
inspired by fundamentalist doctrines reared its head. In the case of Boko Haram,inspired by fundamentalist doctrines reared its head. In the case of Boko Haram,
however, the context had changed. With the return to democracy in 1999, state actorshowever, the context had changed. With the return to democracy in 1999, state actors
could not merely shoot the problem out of existence. The consequential failure ofcould not merely shoot the problem out of existence. The consequential failure of
democracy to deliver good governance, reduce poverty, illiteracy and protect basicdemocracy to deliver good governance, reduce poverty, illiteracy and protect basic
human rights of citizens in the North East came back to haunt the state.human rights of citizens in the North East came back to haunt the state.

To win elections and appear populist, politicians empowered persons of doubtfulTo win elections and appear populist, politicians empowered persons of doubtful
loyalty, but extremist with ideologies. Such were even offered portfolios in government.loyalty, but extremist with ideologies. Such were even offered portfolios in government.

As expected, where the state failed to engage and listen to citizens, extremists quicklyAs expected, where the state failed to engage and listen to citizens, extremists quickly
filled the void. Right before the eyes of the state therefore, a band of fanatics organised,filled the void. Right before the eyes of the state therefore, a band of fanatics organised,
recruited and grew their numbers to the point of being able to challenge the authority ofrecruited and grew their numbers to the point of being able to challenge the authority of
the state. The nascent groups, which metamorphosed into Boko Haram began withthe state. The nascent groups, which metamorphosed into Boko Haram began with
skirmishes in which they targeted policemen, police stations and every otherskirmishes in which they targeted policemen, police stations and every other
representation of the authority of the state. Emboldened by the weak and nonchalantrepresentation of the authority of the state. Emboldened by the weak and nonchalant
response of the government, the extremists founders of Boko Haram took theirresponse of the government, the extremists founders of Boko Haram took their
nefarious agenda a step further by vowing to establish a so called Caliphate withinnefarious agenda a step further by vowing to establish a so called Caliphate within
Nigerian territory. It was at the point that the state began to take the threat seriously.Nigerian territory. It was at the point that the state began to take the threat seriously.

The military quickly moved in to smash the insurgency, but one decade later, the talk ofThe military quickly moved in to smash the insurgency, but one decade later, the talk of
victory has been episodic and subjective. At various times, government has made claimsvictory has been episodic and subjective. At various times, government has made claims
that it has subdued the terrorists on the field of battle.that it has subdued the terrorists on the field of battle.

In this context, the government announced the technical defeat of the insurgents. TheIn this context, the government announced the technical defeat of the insurgents. The
point about the technical defeat presupposes that there remained a substantial part ofpoint about the technical defeat presupposes that there remained a substantial part of
the conflict yet to be resolved. Another way of putting it is that the war against Bokothe conflict yet to be resolved. Another way of putting it is that the war against Boko
Haram was a reaction to the symptom of a much more fundamental problem.Haram was a reaction to the symptom of a much more fundamental problem.

To move from technical defeat of the insurgency to substantial victory, would thereforeTo move from technical defeat of the insurgency to substantial victory, would therefore
require digging deep to understand the domestic and international dimensions of therequire digging deep to understand the domestic and international dimensions of the
insurgency. The diagnosis would then give birth to effective response, both on the fieldinsurgency. The diagnosis would then give birth to effective response, both on the field
of battle and in terms of a sociological response to the issues fueling Boko Haram.of battle and in terms of a sociological response to the issues fueling Boko Haram.

As has been observed, the shooting war involving guns and bullets would record betterAs has been observed, the shooting war involving guns and bullets would record better
successes if the inter-connected domestic and international factors are decisivelysuccesses if the inter-connected domestic and international factors are decisively
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addressed.addressed.

On the domestic front for instance, postulations have been made that the next phase ofOn the domestic front for instance, postulations have been made that the next phase of
the war has to focus on the ideas that created the extremist monster called Boko Haram.the war has to focus on the ideas that created the extremist monster called Boko Haram.
That process would involve asking very important questions; what motivated a subset ofThat process would involve asking very important questions; what motivated a subset of
Nigerians, once declared as the happiest people in the world to resort to terror as aNigerians, once declared as the happiest people in the world to resort to terror as a
means of communicating their frustrations with the Nigerian State. On the internalmeans of communicating their frustrations with the Nigerian State. On the internal
front, Nigeria is yet to answer the critical questions revolving around how Boko Haramfront, Nigeria is yet to answer the critical questions revolving around how Boko Haram
has been able to mobilise and induce thousands of young Nigerians to join its camp, sohas been able to mobilise and induce thousands of young Nigerians to join its camp, so
much that it could sustain an insurgency against the Nigerian State for over one decademuch that it could sustain an insurgency against the Nigerian State for over one decade
and counting.and counting.

While it is understandable that the insurgency was a direct result of the internalWhile it is understandable that the insurgency was a direct result of the internal
contradictions within the Nigerian State, there are also notable internationalcontradictions within the Nigerian State, there are also notable international
dimensions to grapple with in understanding why Boko Haram has remained resilientdimensions to grapple with in understanding why Boko Haram has remained resilient
up till this point. Notwithstanding the offensive by the security forces, which hasup till this point. Notwithstanding the offensive by the security forces, which has
decimated the ranks of the terrorists, they (terrorists) have still been able to builddecimated the ranks of the terrorists, they (terrorists) have still been able to build
notable alliances with other terror networks across the globe.notable alliances with other terror networks across the globe.

For instance, the insurgents frantically searched for partners across the world from theFor instance, the insurgents frantically searched for partners across the world from the
league of other troublemakers, especially in the Middle East. The facts on the groupleague of other troublemakers, especially in the Middle East. The facts on the group
suggest it has been very successful in building those synergies with like-minded doers ofsuggest it has been very successful in building those synergies with like-minded doers of
evil.evil.

Nigerian officials and commentators have for instance pointed at the Libyan connectionNigerian officials and commentators have for instance pointed at the Libyan connection
in the persistence of Boko Haram’s reign of terror. The theory is that after thein the persistence of Boko Haram’s reign of terror. The theory is that after the
disintegration of Libya with the killing of strongman, Muammar Ghaddafi, there was andisintegration of Libya with the killing of strongman, Muammar Ghaddafi, there was an
influx of fighters and weapons into the Lake Chad basin. Boko Haram may haveinflux of fighters and weapons into the Lake Chad basin. Boko Haram may have
leveraged on this boost to bolster its arsenal, and has therefore not been shy to take onleveraged on this boost to bolster its arsenal, and has therefore not been shy to take on
the Nigerian military.the Nigerian military.

Another clear manifestation of Boko Haram’s capacity to synergise, and buildAnother clear manifestation of Boko Haram’s capacity to synergise, and build
relationships with other terrorist franchises would be gleaned from its relationship withrelationships with other terrorist franchises would be gleaned from its relationship with
the Islamic State. Again, with the Nigerian State looking on, Boko Haram was able tothe Islamic State. Again, with the Nigerian State looking on, Boko Haram was able to
link up with ISIS, and it eventually rebranded to become the Islamic State of Westlink up with ISIS, and it eventually rebranded to become the Islamic State of West
Africa Province (ISWAP). Since the move to gain affiliation to the larger terror networkAfrica Province (ISWAP). Since the move to gain affiliation to the larger terror network
across the globe, Boko Haram has become much more strategic. Its tactics have alsoacross the globe, Boko Haram has become much more strategic. Its tactics have also
evolved, mirroring a revamped capacity to carry on the dastardly mission of gaining aevolved, mirroring a revamped capacity to carry on the dastardly mission of gaining a
territorial foothold in West Africa, attacking soft targets, and remaining a constantterritorial foothold in West Africa, attacking soft targets, and remaining a constant
threat to the peace and stability of the Nigerian State.threat to the peace and stability of the Nigerian State.

In comparison with the urgency with which the United States and its coalition partnersIn comparison with the urgency with which the United States and its coalition partners
moved in against ISIS to decimate, and substantially overawe it, perceptions are rifemoved in against ISIS to decimate, and substantially overawe it, perceptions are rife
that the international community has not gone the whole hog to help Nigeria finish offthat the international community has not gone the whole hog to help Nigeria finish off
the insurgency.the insurgency.

Although the United States in 2013 designated Boko Haram a Foreign TerroristAlthough the United States in 2013 designated Boko Haram a Foreign Terrorist
Organisation (FTO), citing its growing impact in Cameroon, Niger, and Chad, the levelOrganisation (FTO), citing its growing impact in Cameroon, Niger, and Chad, the level
of commitment to helping Nigeria end the insurgency has come under close scrutiny.of commitment to helping Nigeria end the insurgency has come under close scrutiny.

According to the United States Congressional Research Service, U.S. officials haveAccording to the United States Congressional Research Service, U.S. officials have
increasingly sought to support programmes to improve counterterrorism coordinationincreasingly sought to support programmes to improve counterterrorism coordination
between Nigeria and its neighbours, and to improve each country’s capacity to containbetween Nigeria and its neighbours, and to improve each country’s capacity to contain
the group.the group.
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One of the big powers in Europe, which continues to hold on tightly to its AfricanOne of the big powers in Europe, which continues to hold on tightly to its African
colonies, has also been involved in counter terror operations in the Sahel, which hascolonies, has also been involved in counter terror operations in the Sahel, which has
seen a resurgence of terrorist activities from Islamist groups. There are, however, manyseen a resurgence of terrorist activities from Islamist groups. There are, however, many
allegations that this particular European power has been covertly supporting Bokoallegations that this particular European power has been covertly supporting Boko
Haram activities as part of its strategic push to whittle down the influence of Nigeria inHaram activities as part of its strategic push to whittle down the influence of Nigeria in
the West Africa sub region.the West Africa sub region.

There is also another very compelling view that major Western powers are not so keenThere is also another very compelling view that major Western powers are not so keen
to see an end to the conflicts in Africa, especially in resource-rich countries.to see an end to the conflicts in Africa, especially in resource-rich countries.

In a recent documentary aired on international news network, Al Jazeera, EebenIn a recent documentary aired on international news network, Al Jazeera, Eeben
Barlow, a private military contractor stated that many of the big powers, andBarlow, a private military contractor stated that many of the big powers, and
multilateral institutions are not very keen to end conflicts in Africa because they makemultilateral institutions are not very keen to end conflicts in Africa because they make
money from the fact that the conflict festers.money from the fact that the conflict festers.

He said: “As long as Africa is in conflict, many people are happy because they areHe said: “As long as Africa is in conflict, many people are happy because they are
making money out of it. A country such as Nigeria that has oil, everyone is interested inmaking money out of it. A country such as Nigeria that has oil, everyone is interested in
it.” Barlow went on to narrate his experience as a private military contractor withit.” Barlow went on to narrate his experience as a private military contractor with
respect to the conflict in Nigeria.respect to the conflict in Nigeria.

“Based on several pointers indicating lethargic support from key players in the“Based on several pointers indicating lethargic support from key players in the
international community to the fight against Boko Haram, it is clear that for Nigeria tointernational community to the fight against Boko Haram, it is clear that for Nigeria to
win and win big, it has to address its own internal contradictions, which have made thewin and win big, it has to address its own internal contradictions, which have made the
conflict persist. Issues such as corruption in the military, poor motivation of troops, andconflict persist. Issues such as corruption in the military, poor motivation of troops, and
dealing with the root causes of the insurgency are critical.dealing with the root causes of the insurgency are critical.

On the international front, Nigeria cannot afford to assume to international support forOn the international front, Nigeria cannot afford to assume to international support for
the fight against terrorism in the North East, would be won on the basis of altruism. Inthe fight against terrorism in the North East, would be won on the basis of altruism. In
the international arena, there are hardly any acts of charity. The nature of the system isthe international arena, there are hardly any acts of charity. The nature of the system is
that national interests determine what steps are taken. To finally win the war againstthat national interests determine what steps are taken. To finally win the war against
Boko Haram therefore, Nigeria necessarily needs to be strategic and not just take it forBoko Haram therefore, Nigeria necessarily needs to be strategic and not just take it for
granted that international support would be secured automatically.granted that international support would be secured automatically.
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